Heirs of the Symbolists
more involved consciousness; the use of a more flexible, more
various vocabulary, juxtaposing the lyrical and the anti-poetic,
to convey'these shades; the ready resort to synsesthesia: ex-
pression of an experience in terms of a sense other than that
which first apprehends it, as the blind man explained scarlet to
himself by the clangour of a trumpet.
Thus one finds in the carefully modulated music, the light
irony, the faintly exotic elegance of Wallace Stevens a char-
acteristically Gallic note. Some of his choicest lyrics are pure
imagism: Peter Parasol, The Load of Sugar Cane, Bowl:
For what emperor
Was this bowl of earth designed?
Here are more things
Than on any bowl of the Sungs,
Even the rarest:
Vines that take
The various obscurities of the moon,
Approaching rain,
And leaves that would be loose upon the wind;
Pears on pointed trees,
The dresses of women,
Oxen...
I never tire
To think of this.
But such work as his own favourite, because it contains 'some-
thing of the essential gaudiness of poetry': The Emperor of
Ice-Cream, or Peter Quince at the Clavier, or The Weeping
Burgher:
Ah! that ill humours
Should mask as white girls.
And ah! that Scaramouche
Should have a black barouche.. *
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